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                                                      Abstract 
China’s increasing influence in Africa has generated controversies as to what 
her real motive is. In Nigeria for example, the discussion is just beginning to mature 
with intense resonance in the country, between those who see such interventional 
phenomena as largely imperialistic and others who conceive it as a new dawn for the 
country. Arising from the importance of these two contrasting positions and 
perceptions of China’s increasing interest in Nigeria, and the implications of this on 
Nigerian foreign policy options in the competitive and globalizing world of the 
twenty-first century, it is necessary to look at the prevailing issues in the debate, 
weigh them on the scale of national interest, and see to what extent they might 
influence development in Nigeria. 
Those who argue that China’s increasing presence in Nigeria is essentially 
imperialist points to the political economy of this relationship; explaining why the 
emerging relations would not benefit Nigeria. For these “Sino-phobic” scholars, the 
pattern and nature of Chinese activities on the African continent is reflective of 
aspects of the erstwhile British imperialism in Nigeria. Their argument were 
supported with the following viewpoints: (i) the Chinese quest for Nigeria’s vast 
natural resources, particularly oil to sustain its growing population and industries; (ii) 
the Chinese attraction to the untapped Nigerian market to sell Chinese goods; and (iii) 
the potential Nigeria offers by way of profitable re/investment of Chinese surplus 
capital. In order to ensure an enabling environment for all these, China has entered 
into bilateral and multilateral economic and socio-cultural agreements with Nigeria. 
For example the introduction of Chinese language and culture and the establishment 
of Confucius Institutes in Nigeria’s three major strategic cities, namely: Abuja, Lagos 
and Awka.    
The “pro-China” perspective enthusiastically welcomes increased Chinese 
involvement in Nigeria and views the development with great optimism. Drawing on 
historical inferences regarding Sino-African interactions and the imperatives of 
South-South cooperation, scholars in this spectrum of thought have not only 
encouraged Nigeria-China relations, but argue that it benefits Nigeria immensely 
which in the face of globalization is in dire need of a responsible and accommodating 
















These scholars argue that as a result of the common historical antecedence of both as 
victims of European imperialism, the deepening of Nigeria-China relations would 
greatly improve the economy of the former and augment its bargaining power in a 
globalizing world. 
Their argument is anchored by a number of viewpoints, some of which include 
these: (i) as China expands and consolidates its modernization process, its interest in 
and demands for raw materials can be expected to stimulate an agricultural revolution 
in related sectors in Nigeria; (ii) China’s preference of non-interference in the 
domestic affairs of other countries is a distinctively attractive option for Nigeria, 
while China’s foreign policy conception (as demonstrated by her African policies) 
makes negotiation with Nigeria easier; (iii) the scholars also pointed out that growing 
Chinese involvement with Nigeria has resulted in the increased Chinese investments, 
development assistance and economic empowerment in the country. The strengthened 
Nigeria-China partnership has witnessed significant Chinese investments across the 
country with corresponding development projects in construction, transportation, 
hydropower development, oil-drilling, industrial complexes, etc. 
Arguments from both the “Sino-phobic” and “pro-China” scholars have 
received criticisms and support from observers and stakeholders. This study is a 
constructive evaluation of Nigerian perceptions of China, with the view of 
encouraging more scholarly topics for a better understanding of the relationship 
between these two great countries. 
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Chapter 1 Introduction 
1.1 Background to the Study 
Nigeria and the People’s Republic of China are important countries on their respective 
continents of Africa and Asia with some similar characteristics. China is the world’s most 
populous country, with a population estimated to be more than 1.35 billion, as well as the 
world’s fastest growing economy. Similarly Nigeria boasts the world’s most populous black 
nation with a population estimate of about 170 million, as well as being Africa’s fastest growing 
economy.1 Bilateral relations between the two countries have enjoyed a steady development 
since the establishment of Nigeria-China diplomatic relations on 10th February 1971.  
The periods before 1999 saw very few interactions in economic activities between these 
countries, ranging from low-level bilateral trade relations to a near absence of Chinese Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) into Nigeria.2 The reason being that China was still looked upon as a 
developing economy 3  and so Nigeria like other African countries looked to the West for 
“traditional development and trade partners.”4 Nigeria at that time adopted a Western oriented 
foreign policy; Western countries dominated Nigeria’s foreign relations, accounting for most of 
the foreign direct investments, aids, grants and technical assistance received by Nigeria, as well 
as being the major recipients of Nigeria’s export commodity (crude oil).5 
The emergence of China as a global economic power gave impetus to her relations with 
Nigeria and indeed with the whole Africa. Her new expanded presence in Africa offered an 
alternative partnership model with an approach in contrast with that of the West.6 The Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), which was initiated at a ministerial conference in Beijing 
in 2000, was a major catalyst that set the pace for Nigeria’s and Africa’s foreign diplomatic and 
                                           
1 James Uzondu, “China-Nigeria Relations Receive A Boost,” 16 July, 2013,  
www.nigeriannewsworld.com/content/chinanigeria-relations-receive-boost (Accessed 12 November, 2013) 
2 Benjamin Umuteme, “Jonathan’s China visit: Implication for Nigeria’s Economy,” 
http://frontiersnews.com/index.php/news/4374-special-report-jonathans-china-visit-implication-for-nigerias-
economy (Accessed 12 November, 2013). 
3 Pat Utomi,  “China and Nigeria”, 
 http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/080603_utomi_nigeriachina.pdf (Accessed 7 November, 2013), 39. 
4 Benjamin Umuteme, “Jonathan’s China visit: Implication for,” 
5 Hilton Etakoh, “What does China Really want in Nigeria?” http://www.spyghana.com/what-does-china-really-
want-in-nigeria/ (Accessed 16 December, 2013) 
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economic relations with China.7 China, like most European and North American countries, has 
now become a major development and trading partner with Nigeria. Nigeria-China relations have 
since then “assumed a new dimension characterized by rapid and aggressive economic, cultural, 
scientific, and educational cooperation, increasing Chinese Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), 
aids/grants, technical assistance as well as several sponsored training programs for Nigerian 
officials.”8 Table 1.1 below shows some of the agreements signed between Nigeria and China. 
Table 1.1 Selected Agreements Between Nigeria and China 
Year  Agreements 
 
1971 
Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the 




Agreement for the establishment of a Nigerian Trade Office in China and a 
China Investment Development and Trade Promotion Centre in Nigeria. 
2002 i) Agreement for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of 
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Tax and Income. 
ii) Agreement on Consular Affairs. 
iii) Agreement on Cooperation and Strengthening Management of 
Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Diversion of Precursor 
Chemicals. 
iv) Agreement on Tourist Cooperation. 
2003 Agreement of South-South Cooperation among China, Nigeria and FAO. 
2005 Agreement on Strategic Partnership. 
2006 Agreement on Economic Cooperation 
2010 Agreement on Peace Cooperation 
2013 i) The Framework Agreement on Comprehensive Financial Cooperation 
in Support of Nigeria’s Economic Development. 
ii) Preferential Buyer Credit Agreement for Nigeria’s Four Airport 
                                           


















iii) Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation between Nigeria 
and China. 
iv) Agreement on Mutual Visa Exemption for Holders of Diplomatic and 
Official Passport from Both Countries. 
v) Agreement for the Prevention of Theft, Illicit Import and Export of 
Cultural Property. 
Source: Author’s compilation. 
While many Nigerians have lauded these major steps by the Nigerian government to 
strengthen its relationship with China and develop its economy, the West has been critical of 
China’s rising presence in Nigeria and other African countries. The Western nations are 
particularly concerned about the economic relations which they describe as a “resource grab and 
new scramble for Africa’s market,” and the support for dictatorial and corrupt regimes under the 
guise of non-interference.9 For these critics, the long-term impact would be a race to the bottom 
between the continent’s former colonial powers and the newly emergent competitor China, with 
deleterious consequences such as further stagnated underdevelopment and marginalization by the 
process of globalization.10 
The Conference of Nigerian Political Parties (CNPP) has also cautioned the Nigerian 
government on the “Chinese quest for neo-colonialism.”11 In the same vein, the former governor 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, in an interview granted to the 
Financial Times of London, acknowledged China as a key trading partner of Nigeria, but warned 
Nigeria and other African countries over the manner of Chinese economic assistance describing 
it as being a “mark of economic yoke” with a “whiff of colonialism.”12 However, the Chinese 
leadership has been quick to offset such claims by asserting that their relationship with Nigeria, 
                                           
9 Ian Taylor, “China’s oil diplomacy in Africa,” 
http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/International%20Affairs/2006/inta_579.pdf  (Accessed 7 
January, 2014), 941. 
10 Denis M. Tull, “China's engagement in Africa: scope, significance and consequences,” Journal of modern African 
Studies, 44, 3 (2006): 474. 
11 Premium Times, “CNPP Cautions Jonathan on “Chinese neo-colonialism,” 14 July, 2013, 
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/140944-cnpp-cautions-jonathan-on-chinese-neo-colonialism.html (Accessed 
10 January, 2014) 
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